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Mr. Shorten

I would also like to comment briefly on the AE2 Commemorative Foundation. It is a fantastic organization. What this is about is ensuring and dealing with the issue of the fate and the future of the Australian submarine AE2. Talking to the organisation, I found that they are pleased with this status listing for them because it will make the source of funding much more available from individuals and organisations. Many philanthropic organisations have a requirement in their government, and for those reasons I will be supporting all six schedules. The first three are significant improvements for the business community, and the remaining three are also modifications to the tax laws, which we support.   The AE2 Commemorative Foundation is hoping to raise $2 million plus. In fact, as recently as the Anzac Day period, they were meeting in conferences in Istanbul to talk about the future of the AE2. There have been plenty of grandiose schemes to raise the AE2, but it has been decided to leave the AE2 to lie on the bottom. Instead, the foundation will protect and preserve her and educate people about the AE2.  

Mr. Dreyfus

The deductible gift recipient status has been conferred on the AE2 Commemorative Foundation because it is appropriate to recognise some of the lesser-known stories of Gallipoli, sometimes referred to as the ‘silent Anzacs’.  The HMAS AE2 was the first allied sub-marine to successfully dive and evade the heavily mined areas off the Gallipoli Peninsula. As the Anzacs prepared to storm the beaches, it was her mission to create a diversion, to draw fire away from the soldiers and to ‘run amok in the shallows’. The AE2 was then ordered to enter the inland Sea of Marmara and cut off supply lines to the Ottoman Empire. Other allied submarines had tried and failed, yet a characteristically Australian approach allowed the crew to evade capture for five days. They supported their Army brothers until finally succumbing to Turkish fire. Her 32 crew were taken prisoner of war and the AE2 lay on the seabed, unfound until 1992. The AE2 Commemorative Foundtion’s objective is to protect and preserve the AE2 and to tell the uniquely Australian story of her brave crew as part of the great Anzac tradition, to remind Australians that for every well-known story you hear about the Anzacs there are many others you have not heard, which should not be forgotten.  
Mrs. D’ATH

I am pleased to support an amendment to the tax laws that will give recognition as deductible gift recipients to a number of organizations including the AE2 Commemorative Foundation Ltd.  
